New, simple and free
treatment for hepatitis C

Anyone who wants to can now get a free check-up

(blood test) and new and effective treatment for
hepatitis C.

The new treatment is a course of pills lasting for
eight to twelve weeks. The treatment is safe and
has very few side effects.




Why should you take hepatitis C seriously?

Hepatitis C is caused by a virus that is transmitted through the blood and can
infect the liver. Over time this can lead to cirrhosis and liver cancer, if not treated.

There are around 10,000 to 12,000 people living with hepatitis C in Norway, with
between 300 and 400 new infections every year.

Are you in the risk group for hepatitis C?

The hepatitis C virus is transmitted through the blood. People who inject drugs are
especially vulnerable from sharing needles and other paraphernalia. Around 40
per cent of this group have hepatitis C.

Other risk groups are people who have received blood products or have had
hospital treatment in countries where hepatitis C is common.

For most of those infected, the symptoms will be weak/diffuse, and it is possible to
be infected for many years (or for life) without having any ailments or symptoms.
Free check-up and treatment

If you are having opioid replacement therapy (LAR), you will be offered a test for
hepatitis C by your usual supervisor. You will also have the opportunity to parti-
cipate in a local, low-threshold, hepatitis C treatment programme, if that is what
you need.

You can also contact your GP. You don’t need to say why you want to be tested
for hepatitis C. If you need treatment, it will be free.




